
 

 

Class 5 Art and design  

Summer vacations homework  

 

 Here are some reading materials and summer vacation homework ideas for a 

fourth-grade student regarding Islamic art and shading techniques: 

 

Reading Materials: 

Islamic art is a vibrant and diverse art form that has been influenced by Islamic 

culture and religious beliefs. It encompasses a wide range of artistic styles, 

including calligraphy, geometric patterns, floral motifs, and arabesques. Islamic 

art can be found in various mediums such as architecture, ceramics, textiles, 

and manuscripts. Shading techniques are also used in Islamic art to create 

depth, volume, and dimensionality in the artwork. Here's some information on 

both Islamic art and shading techniques: 

 

Islamic Art: 

1. Calligraphy: Islamic calligraphy is considered one of the highest forms of 

Islamic art. It involves writing verses from the Quran or other Islamic texts in 

an artistic and decorative manner. Arabic script is the most commonly used 

script in Islamic calligraphy. 

 

2. Geometric Patterns: Geometric patterns are a prominent feature of Islamic 

art. These patterns are often based on intricate mathematical grids and 

repetitive designs. They can be found in various art forms, including 

architecture, ceramics, and textiles. 

 



3. Floral Motifs: Islamic art often incorporates floral motifs, such as stylized 

flowers, leaves, and vines. These motifs are used to create intricate designs 

and are commonly seen in illuminated manuscripts, textiles, and carpets. 

 

4. Arabesques: Arabesques are intricate and flowing designs characterized by 

interlacing foliage, tendrils, and scrollwork. They are commonly found in 

Islamic architecture, particularly in decorative elements such as arches, domes, 

and mihrabs (prayer niches). 

 

Shading Techniques in Islamic Art: 

1. Stippling: Stippling is a shading technique where small dots or marks are 

used to create shadows and gradients. It involves using a pen or brush to 

create a series of closely spaced dots, which vary in density to achieve different 

levels of shading. 

 

2. Cross-hatching: Cross-hatching involves creating a series of parallel lines that 

intersect each other to create shading. By varying the density and direction of 

the lines, different tones and textures can be achieved. 

 

3. Blending: Blending is a shading technique that involves smoothly 

transitioning between different values or tones. This can be achieved by using 

tools such as blending stumps, brushes, or fingers to smudge or blend the 

colors together. 

 

4. Layering: Layering involves building up multiple layers of colors or values to 

create depth and dimension. By gradually adding layers of shading, artists can 

achieve a more realistic and three-dimensional effect. 

 

These shading techniques can be applied to various forms of Islamic art, such 

as calligraphy, illuminations, and miniature paintings, to enhance the visual 

impact and create a sense of depth and volume in the artwork.  



Summer Vacation Homework Ideas: 

1. Research and create a poster  presentation about the history and 

significance of Islamic art. Include examples of famous Islamic art pieces and 

explain the key characteristics of Islamic art. 

2. Choose a specific Islamic art form (e.g., calligraphy, geometric patterns, 

ceramic tiles) and create your own artwork inspired by that form. Use shading 

techniques to add depth and dimension to your artwork. 

3. Visit a local museum or art gallery that has a collection of Islamic art. Take 

notes and sketches of the artworks that catch your attention. Write a short 

report summarizing your visit and the pieces you found most interesting. 

4. Experiment with different shading techniques using pencils, colored pencils, 

or markers. Create a shading guide or booklet showcasing different techniques 

such as hatching, cross-hatching, stippling, and blending. Include examples and 

instructions for each technique. 

5. Interview a local artist or art teacher who specializes in Islamic art or shading 

techniques. Prepare a list of questions beforehand and record or write down 

their answers. Write a summary of the interview and share your key learnings. 

 

Remember we encourage creativity and exploration while completing the 

summer vacation homework. Have fun learning about Islamic art and shading 

techniques! 


