
 

 

 

Class 7 social studies; summer vacations homework  

 

Title: The SARRC Summit: A Journey towards Regional Cooperation and Progress 

Introduction: 

In the vast landscape of South Asia, a union of countries has emerged, bound by shared 

aspirations, challenges, and a vision for a prosperous future. This article dives into the 

captivating world of the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SARRC) and 

explores its summit, history, and objectives. Join us on this enlightening journey as we 

uncover the remarkable story behind this regional alliance and its pursuit of unity and 

progress. 

A Historical background: 

The roots of SARRC can be traced back to December 1985 when the leaders of seven South 

Asian nations - Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan, and Sri Lanka - 

convened in Dhaka, Bangladesh. They shared a common desire to address the socio-

economic challenges prevalent in the region and establish a platform for regional 

cooperation. Thus, the SARRC was born. 

SAARC Full Form 



SAARC is a regional organization which is an abbreviation of the South Asian Association 
for Regional Cooperation. At present, SAARC comprises eight member Countries of the 
South Asian Region.  
SAARC Headquarters 

The SAARC’s headquarters and secretariat are located in Kathmandu, Nepal. On December 
8th, 1985, the SAARC Charter was signed in Dhaka and established it. 

 

 

 

SAARC Members List 
There are eight member States of SAARC which are listed below: 

S. No. 

Name of the 

SAARC Countries Capital City 

1. Afghanistan Kabul 

2. Bangladesh Dhaka/Dacca 

3. Bhutan Thimphu 

4. India New Delhi 

5. Maldives Malé 



6. Nepal Kathmandu 

7. Pakistan Islamabad 
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Sri Lanka 

Colombo  

 

The Summit as a Catalyst for Collaboration: 

The SARRC Summit serves as the apex platform for member countries to engage in 

dialogue, foster mutual understanding, and collectively work towards resolving pressing 

issues. It convenes at periodic intervals, with member nations rotating the responsibility of 

hosting the summit. Each summit brings together heads of state or government, creating an 

atmosphere of synergy and shared purpose. 

 

Objectives: A Tapestry of Progress and Development: 

1. Enhancing Connectivity: A primary objective of the SARRC is to foster better connectivity 

among member countries through the development of transportation networks, trade 

routes, and infrastructure. This objective aims to boost regional trade, investment, and 

people-to-people interactions. 

2. Economic Cooperation: SARRC envisions regional economic integration by promoting 

trade liberating, harmonizing customs procedures, and reducing barriers to commerce. The 

objective is to create a vibrant economic ecosystem that enables the free flow of goods, 

services, and investments, thereby uplifting the lives of millions in the region. 

3. Social and Cultural Cooperation: SARRC recognizes the importance of preserving and 

celebrating the rich diversity of South Asia's social and cultural fabric. It promotes 



exchanges in the fields of education, culture, sports, and tourism, facilitating greater 

understanding and appreciation among member nations. 

4. Collaboration in Key Sectors: SARRC focuses on collaborative efforts in areas such as 

agriculture, health, education, energy, and the environment. By sharing knowledge, best 

practices, and resources, member countries aim to collectively address challenges and 

unlock the region's immense potential. 

5. Peace and Security: The SARRC Summit provides a platform for member nations to 

address regional security concerns, counterterrorism, and promote peace and stability. By 

fostering dialogue and cooperation, the objective is to create a secure environment that 

enables progress and prosperity. 

 

SAARC Functions 
According to its charter, SAARC has the following functions: 

• To raise the standard of living of South Asians in order to improve their well-being. 
• Everybody is able to live their lives to the fullest extent of their potential and dignity, 

contributing to social, cultural, and economic progress. 
• To advance and reinforce the idea of self-sufficiency among South Asian nations. 
• To support the member nations in their efforts to coordinate and collaborate with 

other developing nations. 

Area of Cooperation in SAARC 
There are major key areas where SAARC countries cooperate with each other, 

• Human Resource Development and Tourism 
• Agriculture and Rural Development 
• Environment, Natural Disasters and Biotechnology 
• Economic, Trade and Finance 
• Social Affairs 
• Information and Poverty Alleviation 



• Energy, Transport, Science and Technology 
• Education, Security and Culture and Others 

 

The Road Ahead: Challenges and Opportunities: 

While the SARRC has made significant strides towards regional cooperation, it faces its fair 

share of challenges. Historical tensions, geopolitical complexities, and socio-economic 

disparities pose hurdles that require collective effort to overcome. However, the region's 

young demographic dividend, vast natural resources, and shared cultural heritage present 

immense opportunities for growth and prosperity. 

 

Conclusion: 

The South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SARRC) stands as a testament to the 

power of collaboration, unity, and shared aspirations. Through its summit and continuous 

efforts, SARRC member nations strive to build a prosperous, interconnected, and 

harmonious South Asia. As the sun sets on each summit, the promise of a brighter future 

emerges, where the nations of South Asia march forward together, hand in hand, towards 

progress and development. 


